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Dover's port secures funding for rail link

Plansing Resowce - 21 April 2006

The Port of Dover could be reconnected to the rail network under
plans being considered by the regional development agency for the
South-East.

The Soulh East England Development Agency (Seeda) helieves thatl a new
rail connection at the Port of Dover would attract international trate Lo Lhe
area and boost the local cconomy

The auency has secured funding under the Intermaodal Port Access and
Commuadities Transpert in Europe (Impacte) programme to investigate the
feasihility of reconnecling Dover to the national rall netwark.

Tmpacke is an L/.8 million programme to maximise the economic
developmen! polential of ports and promete thelr connectivity with ather
transpart links across MNorlh West Eurape.

The scheme would connecl Dover's Western Docks with the main rall
netwark 200-300 mefres awvay,

Seada chalrman James Braithwaile said: "Dover's impotance as a key
access polnt to Furope cannel be underestimated and we must do what we
can to assist with its development as a driver of the South-East ecanamy.”

The praposal 15 flagaed up in Seeda'’s coastal strategy for the reglon,
published last week alongside |ts draft reglonal economy strategy.

MNell Stevens, development and communications manager at Industry
representative body the Rail Freight Group, said: A naw (Daver) rall Hink
would provide a whaolly sustainable and reliable siternative for freight
customers.”
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Key rail route
gains badking

A move o upgréede Lhe key
Southampton to weet
Midlands raikireight route
to international standards 8
beinyg backed by the South
Fast England Develonment
Apency and loeal
businesses,

Effrcient freight transport
fs seen as vital to the
south-east economy, with
the purl of Southamplon
handling about halt by
violume of the UK's
fed-borpe trade with China
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and south-east Asla
Deepesea conlainer trallic is
forerest to continue
grivwing At ahnul 6 per cent
a year resulting o wore
freight Lrovelling by moad if
the rapacity of tha raj)
network is not enhanced
To improve gonnections
with the Midlande and the
Continent, the fntarmodal
Port Access aod
Comimpdities Transport in

Europe programme, fuhded
by the Eurapssn Hegional
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Bevelopment Fumd, 15
mukling preparatory
investments in raiging
railfreight capaclty tn
mave mare distribution
from the roads to the rail
netEark

CGauge enhancemant is
being undertaken jointly
with hetwork Rail and the
port of Southawpion to lake
elobally standardised 9"
coptainers and Guusport
thetn b rail to the
Midlands rather than hy
Trad.
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Under the same
progracune, SERDS hbs
anuounced a study intn
how the port of Dot can
b recompecied e the rail
network (o encourage
gradter use of pall freight
For teaffic such as Lrailers
and condainers on tho
Dover-Calals rolta
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Fconomic Dey

Agency backs Port of Dover rail link

By Samantha Thorp
The Porl of Dover could be requn-
nected tao the roil network under
plans being considered by the
regivoal develnpment agency for
Lhe Somrh-Tast
e Soulli-Eusl England [Devel

opinenl Apeney (Seeda) belicves
that & new rail connection ut the
et of Drover would attract inter
national Trade to the
bl the [neal econonmy,

The agency bus secored fnding
uoder the Inlermadal Port Access
il Clommaodines Tronspaort n
Forape { Tapacte) PrOEramme 1o
investigale tie leasbility of recon
neeling Dover 1o the national ral
network. lpacte mun £7, 6 mallion
o Ll aims roomaxineise
i ceomomie dewelopenl pulen-
Ll of ports and projsole connee-
tvity between ports and othes
rasgeort hoks acrioss Mogh-West
Europe

The  selieme would  connect
Dover's Western Diocks with the
main rall network X00-300 metres
.‘-I'I-'l-",'l:r'

Seedu chairman lames Braitli-
warle said Dovers inpurtanee as

area aml

0 key secess point 10 Europe cun-
nat be underestundted and we

must do whati we can 1a assist with
iz development as g deiver of the
South-Iast econumy,

The proposal ik flageed up
Seedn’s coasial strare
gremn, pubhshed lasy week slongsids
its draftsegional cennnmy strategy

Davar: mwarded
Euro funding for
port rail llnk

taasibility study

The Impacte funding will he
mied to establish the commercial
viabilily of the Dover rail link pro-
pirsal. A new study will build onini-
tial work carved out as part of the
Freight Tntermadality and Ex-
change on Seas and Steaits in B
FOPE programing — a lransnational
project led by Sceda to develup
phins to mmprove freighl transport
services between the 1K and
mainland Europe

Nutl Stevens, development and
SO MRLCAtio toanaper at i
dustry represcanlative body the
Bail Froaght Group, said:“A now
[Daver] rail ink would provide
whally sustuinuble and relinble al-
lermtive for freight customen,”

Meera Rambissoon, [l
fransport munager al campaigu
group Trasspaort KA said: ' Porls
would Tike o inerease the propor.
ten of radl tiallic through thalr
terininals, but for too long nuw i
ceslncted eail network s thwar-
ed ths Seeda is making the right
noises bt i is scrious ahout recon- |
pecting the Port of Dover L the
raflways, then expunsion and up
grade of the railways is vital *

INBRIEF

Fending Lo develop a national
ventre for micro-fluidics, the
solence involved in producing
dewices such us ink jet printers,
was unnounced last weel, The
Department of Trade und Indus-
try and regional development

South-East authorities set
‘condrtions for backing Ken

Countils in the South-Fas
demanding that they mu
| resented in :r'era.r_ip\,: ]

agency One North-Tast will sach  making process if London ma Avor

provide L2 million 1o fund the
Fluence bicrofluidics Applics-
tion Centre in the lees Valley for
its [irst five years,

Two new local enterprise compa-
mics formed by s reorpanisulion
arseotland’s economic develop:
ment ggenyy Hiphlands and |
Bslundds Enterprise were launched
last week. The new companies

are HIE Skyc and Wester Ross
and HIE Inverness and Eus| |
Iighlands.

Devon and Norfolk counly coun-
eils and Nottingham iy Couneil
have been shortlisted in the
Lransport horongh of the vesr
category of this year s national
transpor L awards, The list can be
viwwid via wwwreeen.nelidoc

Ken Livingstone is granted wids;

| powers uver rail services

Last month. the Departmens of
Transport published a consuliation
outlining proposals to extend the
MEVOT's pOWers over commutsr
rail services thal run bevond the
Gregler London Authority bound.
ancs{#& R, pi2 17 March),

The South-East Enpland Re-
giona]l Assembly (Seera) bas an-
nounced that it will nol back thesa
proposals unless it is pranted rep-
resentation on the Transporl for
London (TL) board in order 1o
safeguard the mierests of ratl users
in the wider South-Kast region,

Seera chairman Eeith Mitchel
i “We can only suppor ":1::
Gf'\l.':urm.'l 1'% ~'-:'-r'-;sa1|rzr.;-';[
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Growth zone: Lundnr: zrall mmrnﬂc

fap rable The Assembly needs 1o
beinvelved intha decision-making
process whare it can influence and
lrok after the regions interests™
However, a spokesperson for
TIL "'ll- the fjnzl'-'ernm:-1lt'- pro-

Ly represent Jrc-;so-ﬂmd{_ [.l._'l'll.li:lﬂ.

He said the consultation docu-
ment made wlequate provision fo
elsinng “that the interests of pas-
SCARErs 1'1!5'1'_1:_ the GLA bound
ary would be well reprasented at
decision- 1-'1n|r'f_ [ewvel]™
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anff-employed women work an avera
aweck, while seif-smployed men typ:
hours # waak, according to research |

Tha Economic and Sacial Aesearch
says that self-employed men who em
— and ara tharefore known a3 job cres
Feoims 3 week on averans.

But the averana self-employed fom
Wik an average of 42.5 lours 2 wee
faund. This 15 less than a typical male
who works 43.8 haurs a week, it says,
@ Exprisininig ifa Mattre of Work and |
Surprply af thha Seff-Emiopetis availah
W regen nelfdoe
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