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Making an IMPACTE
on cross-Channel freight

Making a positive and sustainable impact on cross-Channel freight transport is the goal
of a major initiative led by the South East England Development Agency (SEEDA) that
links 27 Governmental and private sector organisations in England, Belgium and France

chieving modal shift in freight
transport (from road to rail
and sea) to and from the

84 Channel ports is of critical
importance from both environmental and
economic perspectives, as the volume of
cross-Channel container traffic continues to
growy fcurrently six per cent per annum)
with the most rapidly increasing mode of
transport on either sides of the Channel
being road - which is also, of course, the
least sustainable.

Co-funded under INTERREG B for North
West Europe, Intermodal Port Access and
Commadities Transport in Europe {IMPACTE)
airms to achieve significant reductions in

+ HGV congestion at and around ports on

both sides of the Channel by promating

. efficient, multi-modal, freight transport,

with a strong emphasis on the opportunities
created by investing in rail and port
infrastructure.

With initial funding of ten million euros
for two years, 30 per cent of which is from
the European Regional Development Fund
(ERDF), IMPACTE is providing targeted
investrment for a series of small but
significant port development projects, as
well as undertaking major research
programmes and feasibility studies that
should shape port access and freight
transpart palicy in NW Europe for
years to come.

Among the goals of IMPACTE are:
® Developing rail services from ports for

international freight traffic, based on
small-scale investments in rail terminals
at, or dose to, ports

® Developing longer distance short sea
shipping services between southern
England and Continental Europe based
on investments in roll-onfroll-off (RoRo)
terminals

@ Examining cross-Channel traffic flows in
detail, with forecasts into the future, to
establish potential opportunities for
additional new short sea shipping
services and sustainable distribution of
freight by rail

@ Quantifying the existing econamic
impact of ports and promating the
economic development role of ports in
the public policy arena

@ Examining how ports can capture and
maximise economic benefits in port
regions, particularly by developing
added-value distribution activity at the
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